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Indians Cont . 

Prior to 1650 t h e Atte·..,andaron Indi 9.ns inh9.bited the 
region along L9.ke E~ie for some 30 to 40 miles inland . The 
Fr ench called this tribe the Neutrals . The Iroquois l iving 
south of Lake Ont a rio cal led t h em Kakk~as . 

The Iroquios ~aged constant war against the Wyandots or 
Hurons as the French ca lled them . These Indi ans lived a l ong 
Georgian Bay . The Attewandarons remained neutral being rel ated 
to both Hurons and Iroquois . In 1623 the Attewandarons numbered 
about 14, 000 and had 40 to..,ns or villages . The remains of 
7 or8 have been found i n Mi ddlesex and El gin . It is saiJ that 
their l ast great chief could put 4 , 000 braves on the warpath . 
Hi story says his principal to·-rn was in t he centre of hi s 
domain . The extensive earthworks a t Iona bear i ndications of 
its being the remains of a fortified to..,ncof grea t strength, 
probably one of his ch ief fortification . The missionaries called 
it St . Alexi s . Another palisaded to·in \-ta s d i scovered sou th of the 
village of Mi ddlemarch . 

The Iroquois almost completely des troy ed the Neutral s in 
1649 - 51 , with very fe·-1 escaping. All that is found to- day 
are the meagre re~ins of their stockaded vi l lages , stone and 

. bone i mplements , pi pes , broken potter f and flint ~eapon s , and 
so until the coming of wh ite gett l ers in the early l Aoo this 
ferti l e region '<~i th h is magnificent forests ·-1as virtually 
uninhabited . 
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it may be of interest to record some of its highl i ghts in 
our ~weedsmuir book . Msny of our Insti tute helped ~ith displays . 
teas , a nd the p~geant and the entire proceedings were of 
h i s t orical i nter est ot ~11 of us i n Elgin . 

The \-leek of Aug . 3- 10 , 1952 •r~as chosen for the one hundreth 
anniversary of the incorporation of Elgin and St . Thomas 
a sep~rate Municipalities . 

To insure the success of the big undertak ing prepara tions 
'liere begun ·tell in advance . Committees ·-1ere set up and in the 
ensuing ·-1ork the W. I of Elgin played no small part . 

An invitation was sent to Lord and Ladv Elgin of Elgi n ann 
Kincarine Scotland . Lord El gin is the grandson of the Lord 
El gin who was governor genera l of Canada in 1~46-54 . Invi tations 
were also sent to El gin 's native sons and daughters scattered 
across the c ontinent and else~here. 

The Fonger studios in Toronto ·.,ere contacted and a rrangements 
made for presenting an historical play . Homes t hroughout th e 
city and county were grightened up ~ith paint and flor~ l 
dis;lay. The Centenni al theme was carried out in many c i ty 
flower beds. A group of young St . Thomas men forgot about 
sh~ving and cultivated various shapes and sizes of bears even 
as their forefathers , earning fo r themselve the title Mossbacks. 
Not to be outdone sever a l young ladies donned h oop skirts and 
paraded on Talbot St. on various accasions bef ore and on the 
actua l .,eek of celebration. Att ics 1-lere searched for rel ics , 
trea sures , old clo t h ing . Many of these costumes were used 
in the pageant , whi le many a ntiques including jevel l r y , 
kitchen utensils , dishes , fire arms , f arm implements , Indian 
relic s , books , fur niture etc . ·vere displayed in store windp>ts . 
On Fri . Aug . 1 . 1952 the Times Journal publ i shed i ts largest 
edition, so~e 18 , 000 copies consisting of 1 36 pages containing 
local historical ske t ches , s t ories and incidents of by gone 
days . It carried a gree t ing from Canada ' s Prime Mi nister the 
Hon . Mr . Louis St.Laurent. 

Many guests a rrived i n t he city even prior t o t he -1 eek 
of the planned celebration , Lord and Lady Elg in 'lrrived 
Sat . eveni ng Aug . 2 , and olere gree t ed by Mayor Currah and 
Warden Ronald McNeil. Duri ng their visit they stayed at t he 
home of Mr. Mrs . Hunte r on Margaret St. They r~ere t he firs t 
to sign the gues t s f regi s t er in the Centennial Book at t he 
City Hall. The ·-tork on the beautiful ill uminated page of t h is 
book was done by Miss Carolyn Curtis daughter of Dr . Mrs . 
J . D. Curt is St . Thomas . 

A l a r g e i nterdenominational re l i gious me e ting a t Pina fore 
Park ma rked t he beginning on Sun . Au~ . 2 . of the ~eek ' s act
ivities , very fitt i ng since Elgin ' s p i oneers had deep religi ous 
convi ctions . Rev. t-tr. S-1ackhamme r of Centre St . Baptist 
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St . Thoma'3 

The Centenni<:~. l cont . 

church. Elgi~s only native son in the ministry in the county 
at t ha t time gave t he address and Lord Elgin r ead the lesson . 
The Salva t ion Army Band was in attendance . 

The ·-tea therman t-Ta s mos t kind during th~ week . Showers 
fell Sun . evening and pa r t of Mon . but clear skies prevailed 
until the follo-ting &a t . evening . A centennial Trap Shoot 
wa s sta ged Mon . in St . Thomas and Cal edonian games held in 
Dutton in the after noon . Pr emier Leslie Frost ~a s to have 
opened these Caledonian games but was unable t o come on a ccoun t 
of the weather. Lord Elgin ably opened the proc eedings . 
On his return to t he c ity he Nith Lady El g in paid a visit 
to the Talbot Esta t e sh01m about the grounds by Mr . vi. D. 
t-1etler the Es t'i te foreman . 

Tuesday •-tas Port Stanley Day •-ti th a f i shing fleet and 
Yachting re~atta f eatured . A civic luncheon gi ven by St . 
Thomas indnstrial and business men , was held at Alma Vi lla 
Port Stanley and bv the Bank of Montreal M~nagers of St . Thomas 
at the Grand Centra l Ho tel St. Thomas . 

At 7 0 1 clsck Tue. evenin~ the corners tone of thA ne·~ 
~3 , 500 , 00 St . Thomas Elgin General Hospital -T~s l<:~.id by 
Lor d Elgin with the Hon . Paul Martin Nat i onal Minister of 
Hea lth and Ron . Mackinon Philipps Ontar io Mi ni'3ter of health 
present . 

On ltfed . came the bi g parade . Thousands jammed the s t r eets 
and many happy greetings -1ere exchanged t ha t day , as friends 
and acqua i ntanc e s met in many cases for the first time in 
years . Approximately 175 floats and 7 bands from t he city 
and ~<1st and vlest Elgin took part • Trucks ·vere there i n 
many disguishes , some fashi oned as churches , or schools 
and one even carried a rep l ica of t h e Port Bur-Tell l i ght
house . There ·~ere floats from railroads , business and inciustrial 
firms . The W. Institutes , Girl Guides , St . John ambulance 
and others -tere featured. All kinds of horse and motor propelled 
vehic l es , many of ancient vintage \-T ere there. Many comic 
outfi ts including Fi fi and Moppets (clo-tns) added to the fun. 
In and near the forst of the parade rode Miss Marjori e Kelly 
( Mi ss Canada of 1q51) and with her Mi ss Mary carmichael of 
R. R. #8 St . Thomas •-Tho was l a ter cro•.vned Mi ss Centennia l by 
Miss Kelly as a r esult of a contest sponsored by the Kenneth 
Lucas Chapter I. 0 . D. E. Fol l osing the parade a t hrilling 
air s ho ~ was gi ven a t t he Yarmouth Centre Airport . R4 
paratroopers made the drop from four big C. 47 Dakota R. C. A. F 
planes in a mock attack on t he airport , de fended by the El gi n 
Reg i ment . That evening a civic reception attended by about 
200 was given for Lord and Lady El~in a t the Grand Centr a l 
Hotel. Lor d El g in was pre'3ented -1i th a copv of " The Talbot 
Regime" vritten by Jur- g e C. o. Ermatinger an::1 he in turn 
pr esented Mayo r Currah and Ronald McNeil with tartan scarves . 
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The Centennial cont . 

\o/arden HcNeil was also presented by Lord Elg in •.fi th a Elgin 
'"a tch from Elgin Ill inois . This ·o~a tch ·o~as to be 4orn l ater 
by s uccessive ~ardens. 

Thursnay •o~as de signa ted Reunion D9.V when the s chools of 
the county were open to res i dents and former pupi l s . Many 
visited old classrooms . Alma College he ld open house all week 
and a rt t r easures and old documents br ought by Lord El gi n 
and '" hich had belonged to hi s grndfa t her -rhen he •rtas governor
gener al were on di splay . On Thur s day mornin~ Lord and Lady 
Elgin visited Bannackbur n farms and Mr . ann Mr s . Mitchell 
Hepburn . Mr . Hepburn -1as premier ·o~hen Lord Elgin h'ld visited 
here pre viously . Thursday evening a reception in t he Officer ' s 
mess at the armories was tender ed the distinguished guests . 
Lord El gin be ing their Hon . Colon~! . Lady El gin gr aciously 
accepted the invi tation to be Hon . Ri gent of 25th . El g in 
Chapter I. O. D. E. 

A centennial golf match was hel d at t he Golf and Countr y 
Club a t Uni on Friday . The Flower Sho•-r t oo opened and continued 
through Sat. One of the ne., gl ads was the Lord El gi n c r eated 
by Miss Teeple of Aylmer . Horse r ading was featured at Aylmer 
Friday evening -rhile a t the same time member s of former foot 
ball teams, Elg i ns , Ti~ers and Yel lo -r Jackets held their 
firs t re- union ann banque t . They ·o~ere addr essed by the Ron . 
Mitchell Hepburn a nd had a photograph taken . 

A moto r cade of former St . Thomas and ElP,in residents living 
in the Border Ci t i es arrived in t he citv Sat . morning and an 
Old Time; Basebal l Game was held at Pinafore Park Sat . after noon . 
New Glasgow was the scene of a Pioneer ' s Reunion that same 
afternoon . The "Pride of Elgin11 a qui l t made by one of the 
W. I . of El gin was presented there to Lady El~in . This was 
one of the twenty qui lts made by Institute membe r s of El~in 
for the El gin W.I . Scholarsh i p Jund . "The pride of Elgin 
was made bt Centr al Yarmouth W. I. and ~as d es i gned by Mrs. 
J . M1.ckenzie, a member . The quil ts •-1ere d ispl ayed on 
Anderson's Third Floor. and some sold t here . The designs 
•.fere lovely bea rinp; such n:1mes as 11 Road to St . Thomas 11 

"Mohao~k Tra il" 11 Primrose•• "Morning Glory 11 and others. Our 
o o~n ~as a tulip desi~n and o~as l ater d isposed of t hr ough 
our o·m Institute . 

Tea was s e rved at Anderson ' s each afternoon by different 
institutes in turn . Our Institute ·.o~orked -1i th Port Stanley 
Thurs . afternoon . The proceeds from t hese teas as o~ell as 
from w. I. booth at the Athletic Grounds .,ere a l l given to 
the Scholarsh i p Fund , some 2000 dollars . We , assisted bv Port 
St9.nlev H.I. -1ere in ch'irge of booth 'lt At hletic Ground s 
Sat . afternoon and evening . On Sat . evening it , a s estimated 
that about ~000 attended t he Mi l it9.ry tatoo in Athletic Park . 
The El gin Rell;iment '.f'l S host there to lLt Mil l t9.rv b9.n i s . Rain 
began to fall durin~ the performancq but manv re~ined to see 
the fi r e,orks that concluded t he -1 eek 1 s activities there . 
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St . Thomas 

The Centennial cont . 

But perh9.ps the most memorable event of the entire ·-1eek 
·.ras the brilUant pa~eant presented nightlv at Athletic Park . 
The script ~as prepa~ed and ~ead by M~ . Ross Mccance and the 
spectacle presented by Fonger Studios , Toronto ass i sted by 
Mr . E. Adams tenor of C. B. C. Opera Conpany , ballet dancers , 
soloists !l.nd local taletn. In successive tableaux ~as 
unfolded the history of Elgin County from the a~riv!l.l of Col . 
Ta l bot to the present . A caste of Roo took part many of them 
W. I . members . Ladies from different organizations looked 
after the costumes behind the scenes . Some of these -1ere 
borro•fed locally l'l'hile the studios supplied the remainder . 

The setting of the pageant -1as perfect . Many of the entrances 
to the stage at the east end of the park -1ere made from the 
winding h ill at the left . The finale ·-19.s outstanding. As 
the long procession •-1ound do -1n the hillside the stage opened 
up reve9.ling a flight os stairs do-1n ~hich the Air Force 
filed , fol l oNed by aiF~omen . (From Qylmer Base) carry ing 
f l ags of the United Nations , •-1h ile a oove the trees behind 
the stage rode the full August moon i n the clear summer sky . 

Sunday mark ed the c l osing ceremonies -Tith services in 
all churches . After placing a r.rrea th at the base of the 
Cenotaph at Memorial Hospital . Lord and Lady Elgin left 
early Sun . morning . 

So closed centennial ·.reek , a busy happy •.reek , friendshi ps 
renel'l'ed , family groups r e - united , memories , family treasures 
brough out and Elgins history re- lived through the pageant . 

Wnen the neKt centinary 2052 , arrives all our generation 
except perhaps a very very fe·.r of the voungest .rill be 
hi story . We have paid tribute to those of lR$2 and so m~y 
those livi ng 100 years hence pay tribute to our gener~tion . 

'7 
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Setting Up a County Museum 

In t he spring of 1954 , at the District Annual meetings 
of both East and \vest Elgin , Mrs . J .R . Futcher, a past president 
of the Federated Women ' s Institutes of Ontario , proposed 
t he county pioneer museum project as a follow- up of ~ork on 
the THeedsmuir h is tories . 

In Octob~r the Institutes of the county arranged for a 
showin~ of historic a r t icles in a depa rtment store in St. 
Thomas~ The v took over practicall y t he whole second f loor. 
T..rentv- t hree Ins titutes participated ··lith a s p'lce of better 
than t~o card tables al otted to ea ch , ro~m beh i nd to c i splay 
qu i lts and space in front for small furniture . Thes e exhibits 
\-tere laid out i n a large ell.ips e a nd the enclosed s pace was 
a rranged as part of a pioneer home ·-t i t h br '3. i ded r up;s and 
old time furniture. During t h e time the exhibit ·.H s on display 
different Institutes s ~rved tea each da v and r a ised $450 
to give a start to a fund for the pr o .i ect . 

In November at a meeting of the Hi s torical Res~arch 
conveners of the Ins t itutes of the countv , it was decided to 
go ahead and promote a countv museum and t ha t this museum 
s hould be located in the county seat , t he city of St. Thomas . 
They had yet to find a suitable building . A prospect of special 
interest ·~a s the hi s toric S9.y--tell home in the old pa rt of 
the city . The hous e ·.~as 115 y ears old and on the same property , 
but not the same house , where Dr . Charles Duncombe lived , 
who with Dr. Charles Ro l ph f ounded the firs t med ical s chool 
in Cana~a in lA2L~ . Dr . Rolph left St . Thomas to found t he 
Medical Sc hool of Toro nto University . 

In Ja.nuarv 1955 t •-to boarrl s ~ere set up t o promote the 
museum project: an honorarv board and an a c t i ve boa r d consisting 
of representa tives of each Women's Ins titute in the county , 
repreqenta tives of the dufunct Elgin Historical Sooiety , 
l ocal h istorians and interested bus iness men . The Say1~ell 
home ·~as bought fo r ~10 , 000 . 

Then came the campaign to r a is e funds f or t he project. 
In t ·.w winters , large l y through teas and similar affairs , t he 
Insti tutes of thecounty r aised $1300 . A planned canvas s of 
r ural Elgin in the earl y summer broup;ht in $4500 . Letters to 
former El g i n citizQns a nd to a special list of men and women 
in St . Thomas resulted in donations of several thousa nds . 
Because t h e I . O.D. E. is interested in preserving loca1 history 
their coOopera t ion ·~as enl isted . Mrs. Futcher- - ·~ho by t he 
·~a s ha d been elected Chair m'ln of the museum conni ttee- - -
spoke to ea ch of the seven I . O.D. E. chapters in St . Thomas 
and they made a canvass of t he city t hat brought in approxi 
mately ¢;4.000 . 

Because the museum building is so old it r equ i red a lot 
of r enovation . Fortunately it provides s pace for an apar tment 
so that t he curator can live in . There is a lso space for a 
small tea room. The apartment , t he tea r oom and the l a va tories 
had to be modernized and the whole place re- decorated; and 
because t he cost of t his ..rork is so hi gh the women decided 
to do a g r ea t dea l of i t t hemselves. For some time they held 
-teeklv bees , paperin~ , painting and doin~ odd jobs themselves . 
As an ex~mple of ..rhat t his me~ns to the bud~et , Mrs . Futcher 
eJCplains tha t in 9. room -~!ieT'e t he plaster had broken a •11ay 



Setting Up a County Museum cont . 

it would have cos t $170 to r e-plas t er it . The women , using 
gvptex , " plas t ered" i t t hemselves a t a cost of $7 . 60 . 

Pl~ns for t he maintenance of the mus eum have been l aid 
soundly . The Countv Coundil l ast f all acc epted ownership of 
t he buil ding , makin~ it eligib l e for a grant of $600 a year 
from t he De partment of Education. The County Council and t he 
Ci ty Council •-1ill e'lch give a grant of $500 a year . The 
Women ' s Institute brancheq of the county have each pledqed a 
t oken amount of $10 to 825 Yearly until the museum no longer 
needs their help . Thi s .ofill add about $400 to the budget. 
And there •.fill be some income from the admittance char~e of 
25 c ents to a dult visitors. 

To keep the museum before the people of the county , 
Mrs . Fut cher has a '.-l eek1_y col umn of "Museum Ne -rs" in the 
St . Thomas Times-Journal . Here, s he savs , she can keep the 
public informed of bo th developments a nd needs , and often s he 
can report some item or s tory of loca l his t ory . When t he museum 
is opened no doubt t his col umn 4111 be an effictive meanq of 
attracting visitors. 

Note : The Elgin County Pionee r Mu seum was fo rmJ!h v opened 
on Apri l 6 . A ful l page spread in t h e St. Thomas Times- Journa l 
s ho..rs pictures of the a ttra cive stone- face bui lding--once 
a spacious , grac iOll S home of colonial design; a firepla ce , 
which had been r emoved from a home built in 1RS7 ~ith its 
a cconpany i ng cookin~ equipment; ~ melodeon imported from 
Enbl and in 1R1q ;and vie·-1s of the "medical room" ..ri t h a local 
doctor explain i-ng t he "monaural, 11 forer unner of the stethoscope 
a nd the same doctor demonstrating t he use of t he mortar and 
pes tal once used in f i lling prescriptions . On another page 
i s a picture o f the mus eum tearoom , special project of North 
Yarmouth I nstitute , an0 a recognition of the 1-10rk of their 
pres i dent , Mrs . J. Go-1an Young . The editor pays a special 
tribute to Mrs . Futcher 11·.-1ho first broached t he sub,ject of 
setti ng up such a museum to t he It/omen ' s Institutes of t he 
conntv nearly three y ears ago , and ·..rhose vision and dyna;ni c 
lea der ship h 'lve s een t he big task t hrough . " The editor also 
sa ys: "To p;ether ·ofith a cceptinR the respons i bili ty ~s ch<:tirman 
Mrs . Fu tcher has been among t he foremo~t in the hard , pr ac tical 
•..rork shich has b~en a joint effort of manv ener,:~;etic , rl evoted 
people . " 
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GUEST BOOK WILL MARK CENTENNIAL 

Beautiful Bound Volume Ready at City Hall . 

The city of St. Thomas now has a guest book of which it ca n 
be proud , and the f i rst signature that will be inscribed in it 
will undoubtedly be that of Lord El gin. Lord and Lady Elgi n a r e 
re~ching Canada on the Empr ess of Scotland nest week and are due 
to arrive in St. Thomas about July 31 , for the Elgin and St. 
Thomas Centenni a l. 

The guest book , wh ich as been in preparation s ome t wo years, 
was delivered, Tuesaay afternoon to the Ma yor's office . It is 
a handsome pro~uction, bound in maroon calf , ~ith gol d leaf 
edged pages , and wi th a beauti fully ill uminating inner frontisppiec e . 
The ill uminating was done by Miss Carolyn Cur tis , daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs . J. D. Curtis. 

The inscription at the bottom of the i l l um.inated page is 
particullarly appropri ate. It i s from the Epitaph that has been 
read on ST . Thomas's Day for t he l as t 1 ,200 years at least. 
The inscription reads; "Noioi Therefore Ye Are No More St rangers 
and Foreigners But Fellow Citizens ." 

Thisepitaph is r ead on St. Thomas's Day in the Ang lican 
Church and also appears in the Roman Catholic ritual. 

The guest book is of sufficient size to s e r ve, i t is expected, 
for 100 years . It will be a Centenni al book in every sense of 
the toJord, marking St. Thomas' s first centur y of incorporati on . 

S.H. A.Sparling , the city 's industrial commissioner, has been 
requested to go to Montr eal next week and meet Lord and Lady 
Elgin on their arrival from Scotland a nd to escort them to St. 
Thomas . Mr. Sparling was chosen as he made Lord and Lady Elgin's 
acquaintance wh i le serving wi th the Elgins overseas. 

Centennial Aug. 3- 10 1952 . 
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The 50th. Anniversary of the River Road Wo~en 's Inst. 

The 50 t h . Anniversary of t he River Road Women 's In~t. was celebrated 
at t he Y. W. C.A. on April 2~ , 1971 , with a smorgasbord dinner and 
progr am . 

_Th e banquet opened by sin~ing the Inst. grace, and after the banquet 
Mrs . K. Fulton president of River Road Women ' s Inst . welcomed everyone 
present. The head table guests , Mrs . L. Jones Trea. of River Road W. I ., 
Mrs. F . Joiner ch~rter member of R.R.W. I . , Mrs . Dr. c. Brown cha rter 
member of R. R. W. I ., Mrs . W. A. Met l er charter member of R. R. W.I. , 
Mrs . H. Butler Pres . of West Elgin W, I. , Mr~. G. Go~ Vice . Pres .of 
West Elgin W.I., Mrs . K. Fulton Pres . of R. R.W. I., Mrs . V. Pow Bast Pre~ . 
of the London Area of W. I . , Mrs . H. Jackson Past Chairman of the El gin 
County Women's Inst . Rally , ~ere introduced bv Mrs . Catherine Lindsay 
Vice. Pre s . of R. R. W.I. 

Mrs, John Palmer and Mrs. Joon Beg~ accompanied by Mrs. Hel en Campbell 
sang a duet '' In a Rose Garden" · 

Mrs . V, Pow gave a very interA~tin~ sp~ech and t hanked R. R.W. I. 
for invitinp; her to soeak at th~ir 50th . Anniversary a verv momentus 
occasion. Mrs. W. A. Metler thanked Mrs. V, Po·., and presented her ·.dth 
a gift. 

Mrs. Dr . C. Bro"'n q charter member spoke of t he ·.,ork that Mrs. W .A. 
Metler has done in the Inst . over the past 50 yrs. and presented her 
with the floral centre piece from he~d table. 

A sinp; song of old son.a:s "Flow Gently Sweet Afton" , 11 Com1n' Thro' 
the Rye", "Old Folks at Home 11

, 
11 Silver Thre'lds Anon~ the Gol d" , "Under 

the Shade of the Ol d Aople Tree" , 11The Old Oaken Bucket 11
, 

11 0ld Black 
Joe 11

, and a round song "Billy Boy" ,.,as conducted by Mrs. G. Vogan . 
Five members of R. R.W. I . Mrs. D. Bryden , Mrs. J. Coombs, Mrs . T, 

Cook, Mrs . C. Thacker, Mrs . B. Veenstra put on a short skit called 
"Too many Cooks." which was very amusing . 

Mrs . L Jones thanked the ones taking part in the enterta i nment and 
the staff of the Y,W,C.A for the lovely supper. 

A door prize , a glass candy dish with a gold l eaf design , wa s 
dr9.wn for and '-Ton by Mrs . Carl Woolley . 

The program closed . .,ith a toast <to the Queen and singing "God Save 
the Queen". A displa y of t he T•,eedstmtir Hi s t or y books of River Road 
Women ' s Inst . proved interesting to those looking at t hem. 

Mrs . N. D. Campbell thanked the commit tee for the •-Tork they had 
done in arran~ing for the banquet . 

54 gu es ts ·.,er e present from Dresden , Komoko , Blenheim , Guelph, 
Fingal, Talbotville, Pr . Stanlev , St. Thom9.s and the River Road 
Co'l'l.'lluni tv . 

A gr o11p oicture of everyone present was taken and a picture of the 
three charter members. Mrs. W.A. Metlar, Mrs . F , Joiner , M~s . Dr. c. 
Brown cutting t he Anniversa ~v cake, by Mr. J . Cowlard of 15 Ross St . 
St . Thoma s . 

Mrs. W. A. Metl er put the write up of the 50th. Anniversary of the 
River Road Women ' s Institute in the St. Thomas Times Journal , 
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Mrs . w. A. Metler Mrs. (Dr . ) Colin Brown Mrs . Frank Joiner 
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50th Anniversary Picture of River Road W.I. 1971 
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50th ANNIVERSARY 

or 
River Ro~d Women 1 9 In~tttute 

Mu~i c - Mrq . G. Be~t~ie 

In~titut~ Grace- We th'3.nk Thee , F~ther for Thv C'lre 
Food , fr i ends and kirtdlinesq ~e shqre ; 
~a. v ,.,~ forever mindful be 
Of 11 Ho~e R.nd Country" and of Thee . 

Dinnsr - Y. W. C. A. 

Welcome bv Mrs . K. Fulton , Pre~ . R. R. W. I . 

Introduction of head table ~,te~t<J - Mrq. C. Lind~ay 

Greettn~q from - Weqt Elgin W.I . Pre~ . Mrs . H. Butler 
We ~ t Elgin Sec . Mrq . R. C~~pb~ll 
We ~t El~in Vice . Pre1 . Mrq . G. Go~ 
El~tn Countv Women ' s In~titute Rally , 

past chairm~n Mrs . H. Jackson 

SinR Son~ - led by M~q . G. Vo~an 

~Jet - Mr, . John Palm~r 
Mr~. John Ber:~ 

Skt t - "Too "4'3.ny Co01<" S" 

God S'l ve the ~neen 

Dtqol'lv of T~ee~ smuir Books 
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1- F l o ·-t Gently , S·-1eet Afton 
Flo·-t ~~:ently, •neet Afton , 9.mon" thy gre'ln braes ; 
Fl o ·., w:mtly , I'll stn~ thee a son~~: in thy prai<;'l; 
~~1 Mary ' asl <>ep by thy murrnurin~ stresm, 
Flo:-1 11.entl v , s>teet Afton , dis tur b not her dre'lm , 
Thou stock- dove ·-tho~e echo resounds from the hill, 
Ye . .,ild ·-th is tl ina; bl'lck bir ds in yon thorny dell , 
rhou ~reen c r e<;Jted lap·.,inr.r , t hy scresmtng forbe'l.r , 
I ch'.lr:>e vou , dt~t·trb not my slumberin~ fatr . 

2 - Com'n ' Thro ' the Ry'l . 
If 9. bodv ~eet n body , Comin ' thro th" rve , 
t f a bod y k i ss s ~o~y , Need a body cry? 

Sverv lssqte h'l.s her lnddiq , 
Nane they s'lv Ha ' e I : 
Yet a ' the lads thev ~mil'l on me, 
'tlhen co-n1n 1 thro the rve . 

1- Old Fol ks at Home 
1·/qy do·-1n uoo11 de S·-tsn"" Ribber , F<ir rs,.. s·-tav 
Dere ' s ·-1h9. ' my h'l s rt ts t •1rnl.l'lll: e bber , 
Dare's ·•ha ' de o l d folks st9.v , 
All •1p an' clo·<n d,. •; hole cre9. t ion Sadlv I roam , 
Still lonv.- in ' Cor de old plantstion , An ' for d" old folk~ at home . 

Al l de •<or l ei a"' ~ar! '.lnd d.r '!l"'-rv qb ' ~"'' ·• h'!!re I ro9.m 
Ohl dsrki':ls , ho·., my hes:rfp;ro·-t ~ •-te'lry , 
Far from de old folks at home . 

u- Si lver Threads Amon~ The Gold 
Darlin~ I al'l ~~:ro·-1 tn.a old , S i lver t"l r eo.d s amon11. the v,old , 
Shine uoon my br o ·1 to- ct'\Y , Life is f .qding f .ast 9. -t 'ly, 

But , ..,v <h r ltng vo•t ·-ttl.l bn, •411 1 be, Al -tays young 'lnd f'll r to m, , 
Ya" mv <hrll n" vntt dll bn, Al-tavs vounp; 'l.nd J'atr to me . 

5- Undflr 
Cho.-us : 

thfl Shqrle of thA Ol r! Apole Tr ee 
In the shqde of th" old 9.ool'l tree , 
\ofhe"" the love in your eves I cnul d <~ee , 
'.<ih en the voice that I hesr d , l i ke the <Jon a; 
Seem ' d to · -t hiso~r s·-t!l~t mustc to me . 
I could. he'l r the dull buzz of t.he bee , 
In t he blos~o~s as vou said to me , 
loit th a he:~. rt that t s true , I ' ll be •-ta t t tnP. 
In the shade of the o l d apple tree . 

6 - The Ol d Oqken Buckqt 

of the btrd , 

for vou , 

Hoi dear to tht~ hear t are the sc~nqq of mv childhood , 
'lihen fond recollection presents thqm to vie'<. 
The orchard , t "le 'llea1o·-t , th" d'lep-t'.lnv.led ·.rt ld ·•ood , 
And every lov 1d ':loot ·• h lch mv l.nfsnc v kn •w . 

The old oaken bucket , th,. iron- bound bucket, 
The mo':ls - covered bllCk'l t tha t hunv. in the ·,rell. 

7 - Ol d tllac!< Joe 
Gone are the d'lvs •<hen "'V h-99.rt W9.~ young and p;ay ; 
Gone are my friends from th~ cotton fields a -tay; 
Gone fro~ th" earth to a better land I kno'"• 
I hesr t heir p;~ntle vnices c!lllinl'. "Ol<i o l !l.c k Joe ~ 

I'M com'.ng, [ ' " comin<le , For my he'ld 1~ bending l o -t ; 
I hear t"lei r gentle v0lces callin~, "011 Bl'lck Joe l " 
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Gue9ts at 5 0th . Anniv9rsary 
of 

River Road Wom~n ' s In~titute 
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